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Dear Fellow Kentuckians,

As I begin my tenth year as a member of the Kentucky Environmental Quality Commission, I have seen
first hand the many environmental challenges confronting our great state. I have visited streams polluted by
straight pipe sewage, toured open dumps scattered across the Commonwealth and heard Kentuckians
express concerns about urban sprawl and unplanned growth. But I have also seen a state rally together to
protect its highest peak—Black Mountain—and school children in Greenup County work hand in hand with a
business to create a wildlife preserve.

What I have learned these past 10 years is that Kentuckians are a proud people that care deeply about the
quality of their environment. I feel fortunate to serve on the Environmental Quality Commission and work
with the other commissioners to increase public awareness, responsibility and positive action toward a
clean and healthy environment.

It is in this light that I am pleased to present the commission’s 2000-2001 State of Kentucky s Environment.
This report continues EQC’s efforts to provide Kentuckians with useful information about the quality of our
environment. The 2000-2001 State of Kentucky’s Environment report includes information about the
health of our water, air and land resources. EQC worked closely with many experts in the private and public
sector to assess environmental and natural resource trends and conditions. Advisory committees composed
of industry, environmental and university representatives provided valuable input as well. We also gathered
public input from past State of Kentucky’s Environment reader surveys to help improve the report.

It should become obvious in reading this report that a healthy and productive environment does not just
simply happen. It takes work. Many challenges confronting the state will require all of us to do our part.
Whether this is simply shutting off a light not in use to adopting a company-wide policy to conserve energy,
adopting environmentally friendly routines and practices can truly help to protect our environment while
conserving our natural resources.

We hope you find this report informative and will take a few minutes to fill out the reader survey form
contained in the report. Or you can send it to us electronically by visiting our Web site at www.kyeqc.net.
At our Web site you will also find a copy of the report as well as previous editions of the State of
Kentuckys Environment.

Sincerely,

-~

Lilomn (0. L |2/
Aloma Williams Dew
Chair, Environmental Quality Commission




The Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) was man-
dated in 1990 to assess environmental conditions and report
these findings every two years. EQC published its first envi-
ronmental trends report in 1992 with updates in 1994, 1996
and 1998. The 2000-2001 State of Kentucky's Environment
details trends in several areas including: drinking water, wa-
ter quality, air quality, waste management, toxics, land use,
forestry, farmland, biodiversity, coal mining, oil and gas drill-
ing and energy. Each chapter includes indicators, charts and
graphs containing data and information to measure trends
and conditions and a general discussion of findings. Data in
some charts have been refined and may differ from previous
reports.

The report could not have been possible without the as-
sistance of many who provided information, reviewed drafts
and offered expertise. The Commission is especially grateful
to the divisions and departments of the Kentucky Natural
Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet. EQC
would also like to thank Kentucky Nature Preserves Com-
mission, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources, Kentucky Department of Agriculture, Kentucky Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, Kentucky Department for Eco-
nomic Development, the Kentucky Coal Council, Kentucky
Department for Public Health, Jefferson County Air Pollu-
tion Control District, Kentucky Tourism Development Cabi-
net, Kentucky Legislative Research Commission, Kentucky

State Data Center, the Kentucky Pollution Prevention Cen-
ter, cities of Lexington and Louisville, American Planning
Association, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S.
Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service and the Illinois State Wa-
ter Survey for providing information used in the report. EQC
is also grateful to Heather Frederick for her assistance with
editing the report.

In addition, EQC extends its appreciation to members of
the State of Kentucky s Environment Advisory Committee for
providing valuable review of the report. EQC would also
like to acknowledge Fred and Frances Kirchhoff who do-
nated the scenic pictures displayed throughout the report.

A majority of the charts in this report were prepared by
EQC using data provided by state agencies and other sources.
The intent of this report is to provide a factual accounting of
environmental conditions based on sound data. EQC acknowl-
edges, however, that in some cases data may be incomplete,
not collected consistently from year-to-year or based on
samples or models. Therefore, EQC notes that while mea-
suring environmental trends and conditions is an imperfect
science, it is still a valuable tool from which to chart envi-
ronmental progress in Kentucky.

EQC welcomes comments and corrections in order to re-
fine information for future publications. Any findings or con-
clusions in this report are those of EQC.
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